
  

 

Dear Friends, 

God doesn’t give out parking places . . . you and I do.    

Maybe you know the old story about the Irishman trying to find a 

parking space outside his local pub on a busy evening.  All up and 

down the street, there isn’t an open spot. So the guy looks up into the 

heavens and says, “God, if you grant me a space, I’ll be back in a pew 

every week, just like a good Christian should.” Sure enough, as he 

opened his eyes, a car pulls out of a place right in front of him . . . and 

the guy looks skyward again and says, “Never mind God, I found one myself.” 

It’s a bad joke that’s meant to point out the foolishness of the man for not giving God credit 

when credit was due, but I’m pretty sure God doesn’t get involved in parking dilemmas.  

It’s not that God has better things to do (God cares about our most minute concerns), but 

that God is smart enough to not get drawn into something as messed up as a battle over a 

parking place.    

But don’t be mistaken.  Parking matters.  It matters a lot.  And parking at church is now a 

chance for you and me to begin our Sunday mornings with a graceful gift to a stranger. For 

many years we have enjoyed the use of Windstream’s parking lot behind their building, as 

they have been so gracious to let us use the space on Sunday mornings. Now that they have 

moved their trucks to that lot (and will soon have a fence and gate), that option is no longer 

available to us. That means parking on Sundays is a much great challenge. 

That’s where you and I come in. We are encouraging those for whom it isn’t a great burden 

to park on the streets around the church. Not only is the walk no further than coming up 

from some of the parking lots we currently use, it’s also a pleasant walk through a little 

piece of historic Hudson. Most of all, every time you park off site, you can enjoy the 

knowledge that you started your day with a little act of grace.   

Just imagine the difference you will have made. Maybe you . . . 

• Helped make it easier for a first-time visitor to worship with us. 

• Left space for a mother/father carrying a baby to get into church with less 

difficulty. 

• Assisted someone with mobility issues. 

• Allowed someone whose morning didn’t go as planned and showed up late for 

worship have the last effort to get here be a calming one – a parking spot right 

up front! 

And so . . . that is my plea to each of us:  If you are able, let’s do some gracious parking.  

Take a picture of where you park and send it to me. I’d love to see where you parked to 

make it easier for others. And who knows, maybe there will be prizes for the most creatively 

faithful parking each month. 

As always, 

Peter 
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Honoring Our Veterans ~ November 11 

Those who have served in the military: please join us on Sunday, 

November 11, at one of our services (9:00, 10:30 and 11:59).  We 

will recognize and honor your service in worship. 
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All Saints Sunday: I hope you’re able to join us in worship on Sunday, November 4, 

at all three services, in which we’ll remember loved ones who have died, especially 

those in the last year.  We’ll sing songs and join in prayers that remind us God’s love 

is eternal and that those who have died are still connected to us through God’s love 

and our love for them.  For the 9:00 and 10:30 services, you’re encouraged to arrive a 

few minutes early or come forward during the first hymn to light a candle in remem-

brance and place it in one of the sand bowls.  Later in the 9:00 and 10:30 services, 

we’ll read the names of those in our church family who have died in the last year, 

and we’ll ring the church bell for each of them and for those for whom you light candles.  At the 11:59 ser-

vice, our prayer time will take on special meaning as we light candles for loved ones who have died.   

            Why do we have an All Saints Sunday?  In the past, I’ve referred to this explanation from David 

Lose, one of my favorite theologians and preachers.  He describes the reason and meaning of All Saints 

Day in this three-fold manner:  “We gather to give thanks to God for the Saints of every time and place to 

whom we are joined in eternal fellowship; for those who have been particularly important to us and who, 

having died, now live in the nearer presence of God; and for God's mighty raising of Jesus Christ from the 

dead so that we might have hope not only in our dying but also in all of our living.” 

            Put another way, it’s good to give thanks for those people we have known in our lives and history 

who have meant something to us and have died.  We have faith they now dwell in the great, eternal pres-

ence of God.  And in the story of Jesus, we are reminded that the line between life and death, literal and 

metaphorical, is not always that neat and clear-cut.  While we live, we know and experience death all 

around us—be it in the seasons, through transitions and changes in our lives, and in the physical deaths of 

friends and loved ones.  Yet, in death, we also know life—be it the tenacity to continue down our path in 

life despite setbacks and challenges.  Or through the life we find after a loved one dies (new and different, 

perhaps, but life nonetheless).  And the interplay of life and death is the centerpiece of our faith tradition, 

as every Easter we proclaim boldly that God’s love cannot be contained by a grave, that life will arise 

again. 

            I began thinking about All Saints Sunday earlier this year than usual.  With the deaths of Aretha 

Franklin and John McCain in late summer, for a couple weeks, much of our national attention was cap-

tured by the events, rituals, and remembrances that happened to honor and give thanks for the lives of 

Franklin and McCain.  In listening to and reading news stories about the funerals, in looking through pho-

tos from the gatherings and watching video clips—in it all, I was reminded that for millennia, in a variety 

of ways, humans have sought to place meaning and ritual around this mysterious passing from life to 

death that we all encounter in our lives and eventually experience.  I was reminded that within our hearts 

and spirits, there is this beautiful and heartbreaking desire to gather as community, to grieve, to support 

one another, and to remember and honor the dead.   

This beautiful and heartbreaking desire—we need to heed it, I believe, for it reminds us of our hu-

manity, it makes us more human, and it connects us with one another in a tender, unique way that few 

life experiences can.  

I hope you’ll heed that beautiful and heartbreaking desire to gather soon.  Come gather in worship 

on Sunday, November 4, as we honor and remember our loved ones who have died, as we meet God and 

one another in a tender and holy time. 

See you in church, 

Jeanette 
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Does God Change God’s Mind? 

And the Lord CHANGED his mind  

about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

-Exodus 32:14 

 

Every good and perfect gift is from above,  

coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,  

who DOES NOT CHANGE like shifting shadows. 

-James 1:17 

 

Soooo, which one is it??? 

Does God change God's mind or not??? 

 

A couple of thoughts: 

First, these verses reflect  

how each author understood God at that time.  

So what changes, 

is how we as humans  

understand and relate to God,  

NOT God.  

 

My second thought:  

In our attempt to understand  

that which is beyond our understanding  

we use images and ideas, like human attributes,  

to help us grasp that which is beyond our understanding, aka; God! 

That doesn't mean God changes God's mind,  

it simply is our best attempt  

to flesh out, grasp the divine.   

 

My final thought: 

Can you imagine if God truly changed God’s mind? 

Think about all the ramifications of that …  

When does God change God’s mind? 

Who is/are the ones who can alter God’s thinking? 

How often does God change God’s mind? 

 

If I am honest, 

I would have a really, really difficult time, 

trusting a God like that! 

 

My friends, it is my firm belief 

that God doesn’t change God’s mind! 

What does change, 

is how WE understand and relate to God, 

not God! 

Blessings, Steve 
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Children’s Ministries 

Save the date!  The Live Nativity is coming!    

Please visit us at the clock tower green on December 2!   

  We are so blessed to be the church that creates the Live Nativity on our 

town green, so come visit our table in  

Fellowship Hall starting in November to sign up to be part of the magic! 

Don’t miss this wonderful ministry we provide for our community. 

      Date: December 2 ~ 12:00-5:00 (near the clock tower) 

Thanks and Giving 

Join us for crafts, games, stories, fun! All while learning about being thankful! 

Date: Sunday, November 18 

Time: 2 - 4 pm 

Who: 3 years -1st Graders 

Place: Fellowship Hall   

Please RSVP by Wednesday November 16 to dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org or 

kmorgan@hudsonucc.org. Please let us know if you can stay to help! 

Advent Wreath Making 

Join us for a fun day of candle dipping and wreath making! 

Date: Sunday, November 18 

Time: 2 - 4 pm 

Who: 2nd – 5th graders 

Place: Activity Room   

(Please wear old clothes and shoes) 

Please RSVP by Wednesday November 16 to  

dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org or kmorgan@hudsonucc.org 

This takes lots of hands! Please let us know if you can stay to help! 

2018 Holiday Toy Room Drive 
Children served by Summit County Children Services need special care … and YOU can HELP!  

Please donate NEW toys or gift cards for a child this holiday season.    

  Through the agency’s Holiday Toy Room Program, parents, foster parents, grandparents, etc. are able to    

select gifts for the children in their care. This extra support makes a tremendous difference!  

The greatest need this year is for toys and items for tween girls ages 10-13. Examples are hairspray, body lotion,            

nail polish, perfume, hair clips/ribbons 

Early donations will be collected at the donation center located on the first floor in the Sunday School Wing. 

Donations must be made by December 16. 

mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
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Last month two of our groups ventured to Kent State for some awesome team building, lots of fun, and 

tons of laughs. We kicked off ASP registration – hope you reserved your spot! Some of our confirmation 

students and mentors visited the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent to share in their weekly prayer ser-

vices. Several of our students volunteered at the Findley Reading Carnival. And D&D continued the Hal-

loween party tradition in grand style!  

Here’s what’s in store for this month: 

D&D ~ Bring your friends for some high energy fun from 3:00 - 5:00 pm every Wednesday in the 

Youth Room. We will not meet on November 21 since there is not school that day. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Breakfast Club/The Nine ~ Every Sunday we meet in the Youth Room to have some 

thoughtful, fun discussions and share a donut (or three). Please join us during the 10:30 or 9:00 service! 

Confirmation ~ Our next meeting is Sunday, November 4, right after the 10:30 service. Pick a place 

to meet with your mentor before heading into 10:30 worship together. Afterwards find us in the Activity 

Room for lunch and discussions. We will finish at 1:00 pm. We will also meet on December 2.  

Gennesaret ~ Our group volunteers at our favorite soup kitchen on November 3, December 1, and 

the first Saturday of every month after that. Meet at church at 9:00 am, return about 1:30. Contact Jeff 

Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com)  for more information. Join us in a morning of service.  

TPP ~ Middle schoolers now have the opportunity to volunteer for a week of service in Pittsburgh, PA, 

with The Pittsburgh Project (TPP). Sign-ups for our third annual middle school mission trip begin No-

vember 7. This trip is open to all current 6th - 8th graders! Join us for a week of working on home repairs 

and building relationships that uphold the dignity of the amazing homeowners you will meet. You must 

turn in your deposit to save your spot – don’t miss out! This year’s trip dates are July 8-12, 2019. 

Youth Ministries 

Impact Confirmation 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming Women’s Ministry events! 

Christmas Luncheon at Laurel Lake ~ Thursday, December 6; 11:30 am appetizers, 12:00 noon lunch 

with program following. Cost: $16.00, your check will be your reservation. Mission: Please bring an un-

wrapped child’s toy or gift to donate to OPEN M. RSVP by Monday, December 3. 

CUPS (Christian Unity Prayer Service) ~ Thursday, January 24, 2019. This annual community wide 

event will be held at Saint Mary Catholic Church. Details will be available in future announcements. 

mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
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Adult Faith Formation 

 

JourneyMen Sunrise Breakfast: All men are invited to join in fellowship 

for a Sunrise Breakfast meeting, 6:30 am on Friday, November 2 at Yours Truly. 

Contact Trip Kern: Trip.Kern@gmail.com. 

Pathfinders: Join us Sunday, November 4, 9:00-10:15 am or any week in the 

third floor Chapel, for discussion of Dr. Andrew Newberg’s video series, The Spir-

itual Brain: Science and Religious Experience. We have recently explored religion and 

health, mental health, and brain dysfunction, as well as “transmitters” to God. 

Contact Marie Libby: mclibby64@aol.com. 

Congregational Conversations: This weekly Bible study led by Rev. Steve Hockstra meets on Tues-

days, November 6 - 27, 1:30 – 2:30 pm, at Laurel Lake Mixing Place #1. Contact Steve Hockstra:             

Shockstra@hudsonucc.org.  

ROMEOS “Retired Older Men Eating Out”: Will meet 12:30 pm Tuesdays, November 13 and 27 

at Lager and Vine for lunch and fellowship. Contact Henry Vigor: hkvigor@windtream.net. 

Ethics in Our Lives - Alive and Well, or on Oxygen? A community presentation on ethics, 

honesty, and integrity, in home, at school or work, and in life, will be held on Thursday, November 15, 7:00 

– 8:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. This presentation by William (Bill) J. O’Rourke, noted authority on ethical be-

havior worldwide, is meant for individuals and families who would like to hone their ability to exercise 

their faith and ethical values in everyday life. Bill will include engaging and challenging ethical dilemmas in 

case scenarios on such topics as skirting the rules; loyalty; standing up to power; and showing mercy. 

Bill, former President of Alcoa-Russia, is co-author of The Power of Ethics and The Business Ethics Field Guide, 

currently used by 17 universities. He is an Ethics Fellow at the Wheatley Institution of Brigham Young Uni-

versity and on the Board of Directors at John Carroll University. Please register via the church office or Con-

nection Card. Questions? Nikki Wingerson: nikki1@uakron.edu. 

Women’s Bible Study: MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW for our next Bible Study on Wednesdays, 

January 9 - February 27, 12:30 - 2:00 pm OR 6:45 - 8:15 pm. You pick the session that fits your schedule best. 

We hope to see many new faces in January!  There's no better New Year's Resolution than starting 2019 with 

a Bible Study!!  Look for further details in December Sunday Bulletins. Contact Tracy Zappone:              

pzappone@yahoo.com. 

Interfaith Group: Meets the fourth Thursday monthly to study other world religions and connect with 

those of other faiths. Contact Van Carter: interfaithucc@gmail.com. 

The Bridge Club: Mothers of teens and young adults meet for friendship and support as they transi-

tion to a new phase of life. Contact Katie Morgan: KMorgan@hudsonucc.org. 

SMALL HOME STUDY GROUPS: Connecting … Equipping … Transforming 

• Are you interested in joining or forming a small home study group? 

• Do you want to explore the possibility of growing in your faith while connecting with others? 

• Are you simply curious about what a small home group might be able to offer? 

Small home study groups offer social connections, trust, faith, fun, and fellowship and are now forming. If 

you are interested in learning more or have questions, email Bob Carleton at bobcarleton@adjob.com. 

 

mailto:Trip.Kern@gmail.com
mailto:mclibby64@aol.com
mailto:SHockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:hkvigor@windtream.net
mailto:nikki1@uakron.edu
mailto:pzappone@yahoo.com
mailto:interfaithucc@gmail.com
mailto:KMorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:bobcarleton@adjob.com
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First Serve 2018 turned out to be MORE than one day of service… 

First Serve continued throughout the month of September!    

Under the leadership of Trip Kern and Allen Park,  

107 Crew Leaders led over 1,000 volunteers to complete 114 projects in  

Summit Lake and North Hill communities. 

Thank you, Crew Leaders and ALL volunteers for making  

First Serve 2018 a huge success! 

  

 

 First Serve 2018 Crew Leaders 

Bruce Adams 

Amjad Ally 

Jeri Andrus 

Keith Arnold 

Becca Aronhalt 

Caleb Aronhalt 

Lizzi Aronhalt 

Brad Baldwin 

Lani Banner 

Callie Baylor 

Jason Baylor 

Katie Beck 

Kelly Berger 

Sean Blake 

Linda Blanch 

Tom Blanch 

EbaNee Bond 

Jenn Bouquot 

Tony Bouquot 

John Bourassa 

Rodney Bowden 

Doug Bowser 

Dee Buchanan 

Shawn Buterbaugh 

Dan Clark  

Jeff Coy 

Meredith Coy 

Jon Dodson 

Jen Donaldson 

Scott Dorey 

Nichole Epps 

Carolyn Estoker 

Karen Farkas 

Cynthia Field 

James Field 

Bill Fitzgibbons 

Sylvia Gage 

Tai S. Gomez 

Len Harrison 

Tyler Hodges 

Ahmad Jadallah 

Mark Johnson 

Chris Jones 

Laura Jones 

Karen Kelly 

Katie Kelly 

Julie Kern 

Jon Kessler 

Jim Kisthardt 

Missy Kisthardt 

David Klein 

Patrick Kline 

Grace Kontour 

John Kralik 

Greg Lawton 

Melissa Lawton 

Jeff Lehman 

Kathleen Leigh 

Nick Lopick 

Nancy Martinez 

Jorge Martinez 

Dee McCall 

Brian McCue 

Kevin McKinney 

Mike McVan 

Mike Menolasino 

Lance Meyer 

Cindy Miller 

Mike Miller 

Susan Mohr-Baker 

Katie Morgan 

Scott Mougey 

 

Kim Nickerson 

Rick Nickerson 

Maritza Reed 

Dan Rice 

Patrick Richards 

Laura Ruhi 

Dave Schuellerman 

Pam Schuellerman 

Lindsey Jo Scott 

Brit Seifert 

Mike Seifert 

Allison Snyder 

Mahmoud Soorma 

Kurt Sosinski 

Jon Stein 

Kristin Stoehr 

Michael Swag 

Karin Swedenborg 

Rob Swedenborg 

Anguel Tcholakov 

Kristin Toth 

Charlotte Trevizo-Nava 

Joe Tucker 

Deb Venesy 

Bill Vidmar 

Beth Vilde 

Matt Villenauve 

Scot Weber 

Jeff Wells 

Chris Wibar 

Derry Wimer 

Aireka Wright 

Roger Wright 

Todd Zedak 
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Health Ministries 

“I do not occupy myself with things too great and too marvelous for me. But I have  

calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; my soul is like the weaned 

child that is with me” Psalm 131:1-2 

 

It is well known that small amounts of stress activate the body and larger amounts 

make us sick. The same biological response system that fights viral intruders activates 

with high levels of stress. The macrophages that come in contact with a virus act like 

little ants sending messages to their buddies to come and defend the colony. Your re-

sulting fever is evidence that the body is working. But to work this hard, other bodily 

systems get shut down. Your stomach and intestines slow down, you lose your appe-

tite and have difficulty thinking clearly. These sick symptoms are more likely the result of your body’s de-

fense mode rather than the intruding virus.  

 

The same thing happens with high stress. Your pleasure centers shut down to conserve energy. This 

decreases clarity of thought and pleasure and thus increases experiences of depression and anxiety. This 

starts a vicious cycle of stress and distress leading to greater symptoms of depression and anxiety. 

What can we do to help ourselves? Mindfulness may help. 

 

Mindfulness is practicing being present in one’s surroundings. A Christian psychology of mindfulness 

might start by identifying the problem of distorted thoughts, perceptions, and judgements and their 

origin in the mind and heart. Next, take in your surroundings, but instead of following the many 

thoughts racing through your mind, simply take in the creation of beauty around you—things growing, 

art, or anything that is a delight to the senses. This practice needs to be practiced in relaxed times so that 

it is available during a crisis. Just like a basketball player practices free throws over and over, so he can 

make the shot with two seconds left on the shot clock. 

 

The goal is not emptying the mind but maintaining conscious connection with the spirit. Such activity 

opposes “What if?” or “If only” kinds of hypervigilant thinking—thinking that accompanies depression 

and anxiety. The concept of mindfulness can be described as an intentional interpretation of the world 

from God’s perspective. Anxiety keeps us at the surface, messing with trivialities with a kind of addictive 

fervor disconnected from our soul’s inner peace. The gift of the moment—this moment—is an awakening 

to what our hearts most deeply long for. It opens us up to the whisper of the spirit within. God tells us, 

“Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God” (Isaiah 41:10). With a few deep 

breaths and a long pause we can fairly quickly tune back to this eternal truth. 

 

For ideas getting started with mindfulness in small doses in a variety of ways, check out the Health Minis-

tries bulletin board. 

In His Name, Kathy 
 

FYI (Feeling Young Inside) on November 19 at noon in Fellowship 

Hall will feature Ray Hoffman. Ray will share a video about the WWII women 

pilots’ program, WASP. Women Airforce Service Pilots, all civilian volunteers, 

flew almost every type of military aircraft, including the B-26 and B-29 bombers, as part of this program. 

Ray is involved in the National WASP WWII Museum located in Sweetwater, Texas. Sign up on the Con-

nection Card on Sunday, call the church office or kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 
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On Sunday, March 3, 2019, we will be celebrating the fifth annual choral/

orchestral collaboration between members of the Akron Symphony Orchestra and sing-

ers from First Congregational Church, Bath UCC, Hudson Community Chorus, Hud-

son churches and the greater Hudson area. We will be performing Ralph Vaughan Wil-

liams’ great Dona Nobis Pacem. It was written in Britain shortly before WWII, sung in 

English, and mostly features the poetry of Walt Whitman. The piece will be sung in 

service at 9:00 and 10:30, and will feature a brand new chamber orchestration by Jona-

than Rathbone. To the best of our knowledge, we will be presenting the United States 

premiere of this orchestration. 

Since Dona Nobis Pacem is a 20th Century piece, we must pay for rental of the orchestral parts, perfor-

mance rights, live-streaming rights, plus the usual expense of hiring an orchestra and rehearsal pianist. Addi-

tionally, we must have a full rehearsal with all forces instrumental and vocal this year, since the piece is chal-

lenging and brand new for the orchestra. 

The newly-published orchestration features 15 instrumentalists, and we would like to offer the congre-

gation the opportunity to sponsor one of these players. You may even choose which instrument you wish to 

sponsor. (If you want to split the cost with another person or couple, that’s fine too.) The instruments are: 

flute, oboe, two horns, trumpet, tympani, harp, organ, 1st and 2nd  violins, viola, cello, bass, and two percus-

sion. You may have noticed similar “endowed chairs” in the Akron Symphony or Cleveland Orchestra pro-

grams. See Dr. Scott, Director of Music Ministries or Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship, Mission and Out-

reach, for more details. 

It is a great blessing to all of us to have such an active music ministry, and supporting projects like the 

annual choral/orchestral piece enables us to reach out to the whole community of Hudson and beyond. It was 

the result of our performance of the Fauré Requiem four years ago in our church that enabled us to assemble a 

group to sing at Carnegie Hall last year. Thanks to your support, we are able to make several eleven fifty-nine 

studio recordings, take our children to sing at the State Theatre and be the feature choir for an international 

collaboration in our own town for Christkindl this December. 

 Our music ministry continues to expand (our new Memorial Choir immediately established a very 

meaningful ministry, both Handbell Choir and revoice are enjoying double digit growth this year and Char-

lotte has re-assembled our Women’s Ensemble with great aplomb) and we appreciate the terrific support you 

have always given us, both financially and personally. We hope to be a continuing inspiration on your faith 

walk. Thanks! 

See you in church!  Tom 

 

Ps. Mark your calendars for December 15 at 7:00, when the Music Ministry will be presenting a Christkindl  

concert of German Christmas music right here in our Sanctuary, sponsored by Destination Hudson. 

Music Ministries 

 

Women’s Ensemble ~ Our new pop-up Women’s Ensemble will continue to meet for two more 

Thursdays in 2018, and perform once in the Advent season.  Please join us for a short hour of singing and 

fellowship on Thursday, November 29 & December 13, 7:00 - 8:00 pm (Note: we will skip December 6), 

with a performance on Sunday, December 16 for both the 9:00 and 10:30 services. Please be in touch if you 

need childcare secured for these dates. If you’re looking for a way to reconnect with your creative side, 

meet new people, or try something new, please join us! Can’t make all rehearsals? No problem! Email 

Charlotte at cplank@hudsonucc.org to get involved.  

mailto:cplank@hudsonucc.org
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Mission and Outreach 

 

FIFTH ANNUAL FAMILY HARVEST DINNER 
Findley Community Learning Center 

The staff and teachers LOVE getting our Findley school families together to “build community.” Once 

again, Team Findley is hosting a Harvest Dinner on Thursday, November 15 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at the 

school for students and their families. Buchtel High School Culinary students will prepare and serve the 

feast for 600! With over two dozen country flags draping the entrance of Findley School, representing stu-

dents’ homelands, this event brings cultures from all over the world together sharing in the family spirit of 

the American Thanksgiving. 

Please consider sponsoring a family of four for $25 (or perhaps several families).  It is a wonderful way 

to share the gratitude of Thanksgiving with our mission partner, Findley CLC in North Hill, Akron. 

How to make a donation: Send a check to the church, payable to FCCH with Findley Harvest Dinner 

in the memo line or log into your onrealm.org account and make a donation online.  Thank you!  

POINSETTIA ORDERS 

The Deaconesses are pleased to continue the tradition of offering poinsettia plants for purchase this  

Christmas season. The poinsettias are such a marvelous focal point in decorating the sanctuary every year.  

Did you know that the price we charge for a poinsettia includes the cost to purchase a mini poinsettia plant 

for our “Over 85 Ministry”? Each member of the Deaconess Board is assigned to several of our church     

members who have reached 85 years of age. Thank you for making this possible. 

Please complete the form below and send or bring to the Church Office with  

your check payable to “FCCH” and note Poinsettias in the memo line. Deadline for orders is 

Sunday, November 18. If you have any questions, call the Church Office (330) 650-4048. 

 Name: ______________________________________    Phone: _____________________ 

 In memory of: _____________________________________________________________ 

 In honor of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 Number of Poinsettias ________ x $22.00 Total Payment $____________ 

Please indicate whether you intend to leave your plant or take it after service on December 23. TAKE_____  LEAVE_____ 

The OPEN M Bisquick collection is back!   
First Congregational Church is challenged to donate 210 single boxes of Bisquick 

(not large Costco boxes with 2 sleeves of mix) by Thanksgiving!  When you are 

out grocery shopping for your Thanksgiving feast, please add an extra box or two 

of Bisquick to your cart!  Drop off in the collection area in the main hallway and 

add your name to the Bisquick challenge wall!  OR, drop a check in the offering 

plate with your donation ($4.00/box) and write Bisquick in the memo line. 

 

  

Shoebox Ministry ~ Come to Fellowship Hall Saturday, November 17 at 9:00 am to pack shoeboxes 

for Operation Christmas Child or pick up empty shoeboxes and a shopping list from the workroom and 

return filled boxes or any donations by Friday November 16. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 
Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 

services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Austin and Lauren Postler on the baptism of son, Jack David on October 28. 

WEDDING ~ Congratulations to: 

 Katherine Penny and Stephen Gannon on their marriage October 6.  
 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Joe and Lisa Twardzik on the death of Joe’s mother, Dorothy Twardzik on September 25. 

  

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

 Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Shirley Russell 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn Reynolds 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick Buhler 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Tom Jenkins, Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor  
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Director of Youth Ministries 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministries Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Adjunct Minister 

The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

  

We are all aware that the Windstream Telephone Company is no longer allowing us to 

park behind their building when we gather for Sunday worship. We should be thankful 

that we have enjoyed this privilege for so many years. We owe that thanks to two execu-

tives of Windstream’s predecessor, the Western Reserve Telephone Company, namely Nel-

son and Weldon Case. They saw the need for this privilege back in 1960, when our church 

membership was growing at a rapid rate. Since then, our local Western Reserve Telephone 

Company has gone through a series of mergers with other communications companies, 

making it part of Windstream, a Fortune 500 company with 14,000 employees, with head-

quarters in Little Rock, Arkansas.        Frank Manak, Church Historian 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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Has someone you cherished returned to God’s embrace? 

 All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2018 - 9:00, 10:30 & 11:59 am 

Come remember your loved one in these services of remembrance and thanksgiving. There will be a time in 
worship to come forward and light a candle in memory of those who have died. At the 9:00 and 10:30 services, 
we’ll toll the church bell for those in our church family who have died in the last year as we read their names. 


